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he Pacific pilchard fishery enters its 19&&-&5 season today in northern Call—
fornia with demands for its products so heavy that a catch of more than a billion
pounds will be needed to meet military, lend-lease, and civilian requirements, ac-
cordlq_ to the Office of the Coordinator of Fisheries.

_ The pilchard fishery, which Iurnlsbes neurly a fourth of the total yield of

. aquatic products in the United States and Alaska, provides the raw materials for a
canned pack of three to four million cases of pilchards or Galifornia sardines,
and of more than a million gallons of oil and 12 to 15 thousand tons of meal for
animal feeds,.

Because of unfavorable 001a1tlons durin5 several recent snawnlng seasons, pil-
chards are expected to be somewnat less abundant this yeer and the industry will
find it necessary to operate with meximum eff1c1ency to teke. full advantage of
avwllaale supplies, officials of the Coordinator's Office said, While individual
boats will probably meke catches of normal size, schools of fish may be scattered
and w1tDOLt careful organization of overations the total catch maJ decline.

Ihe Coordlnator s Office has completed arrangements ultq the Navy for two dif-
ferent types of experiments designed to aid fishermen in lecating schools of pile
chards, which swim at or near the surface and are usually caugnt at night, when
they can be seen by phosphorescence,

One of the tests, being made for the first time this year, is designed to show
whether the Navy's extremely sensitive sonic depth~finding apparatus can be adapted
to locating schools of pilchards swimming too deep to be sighted at the surface,
These tests, which are scheduled to begin 1mmbd1ately, will be concentrated in the
arca vetween San Franeisco and Montersy, where some of the principal pilchard fish-
ing grounds are located.

Dre L. A Welford, a biologist of the Fish and Wildlife Scrvice who is
thoroughly familiar with the pilchard fishery, will accompany a navel vessel on its
routine cruises through the fishing area, If it is found feasible to locate and
identify schools of pilchard writh the echo sounding instruments, Naval patrol ves-
sels olong the coast will be instructed to notify the fishing ficet through the
Coordinator's Office of the location of schools located,

Apparatus now in use by the Navy, even if it proves adnptable to locating figh,
‘ will not be availeble for commcreicl use until after the war, However, 2 somowhat
simiizr elthough much less sensitive device is part of the cquipment of many



fishing boats and has been used with some success in detecting schools of herring
in British Columbia, southeastern Alaska, and New England,

uxpcrlments oegun last soason in the use of Navy blimps to spot schools of
pilcherds from the air will also be contimued. Tests made during January and
Februory indicated that observers with previous experience as mest men on pilchard
boats could distinguish schools-of pilchards from other fish such as tuna. The
position of the fish was then radioed to shore and the fishing crews were notified
so that they might operate thot night in arcas where the fish were concentrateds
Wnile useful, the method has several limitations: schools carmot be sighted in
rough weather which disturbs the surface, visibility is at its best only around
the middle of the day, and the schools do not always aprear near enough to the sur-
face during the day to be sighted, .

The boat situation in the wilchard fishery is defwnltelv better .than for
severz] seasons, officials of the Coordinator's Office said. Akthough the flsnery
has teen operating for several years with a fleet greatly depleted by the requisi-~
tioning of boats by the Navy, it ie again approaching its normal size due to the
return of many of the vessels and to new construction,

4 netting shortage which was threatened earlier in the year is believed to
have Been averted by action taken by the War Producticn Board at the recommenda-
tion of the Fishery Coordinator. - Netting menufacturers were authorized to con-
centrate on the ranufacture of nett ing for the pilchard fishery during June and it
is bpelieved that an adequate supply is now in the hands of the fishermen,

For the second consecutive year, the pilchard fishery is operating under a
production program administered by the Coordinator of Fisheries in the interest of

obtailning maximum production and insuring a proper division of the catch among
canned fish, meal, and oils
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